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Johnson, Maria C.

From: Pomeranz, Jeff A.
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2021 4:36 PM
To: City Council
Subject: 6-11-2021 Council Communications - 269

6-11-2021 Council Communications Topics: 
 

 Economic Development Manager 
 Community Climate Action Plan Public Engagement 
 LBA Youth Golf Partnership 
 Census Participation Rates 
 Tree Debris Collection Begins in NE Quadrant 

 

Economic Development Manager 
I am sad to report that Jasmine Almoayyed has resigned from her position as Economic Development Manager for the 
City. Jasmine has accepted a position as Vice President of Continuing Education and Training Services at Kirkwood 
Community College. I know Council will join me in our appreciation for Jasmine’s outstanding contributions to the City 
during her time here, and wish her all the best in this new role. 

Community Climate Action Plan Public Engagement 
The next phase of public input for the Community Climate Action Plan will be held June 18–26. With equity a 
continued priority in the planning process, engagement events will be held across Cedar Rapids in areas 
identified with higher social vulnerability. City staff will seek input from residents in exchange for resilience-
focused tools (insulated grocery bags, flash lights, and water bottles). There are ten Rollin’ Recmobile events 
scheduled to include Climate Action Plan engagement as well as a June 19th event at the Downtown Library 
coinciding with the year’s first Farmers’ Market. A complete list of event locations and times can be found on 
the City’s Climate Action website. To maximize input and convenience for those unable to attend in-person 
events, an online survey will also be made available. 

LBA Youth Golf Partnership 
The Police Department and Parks & Recreation has partnered with Leaders, Believers and Achievers as part of their 
summer Cedar Rapids Outreach Program (CROP). One of the initiatives starting on Thursday, June 17, is a program for 
eight youth selected by Leaders, Believers and Achievers to learn the sport of golf. The youths, age 15-18, will be 
receiving their own set of golf clubs and receive instruction from Parks & Recreation Head Golf Professional Mark 
McMahon. McMahon and Officer Josh Carter have worked for several weeks developing this opportunity. The youth are 
being taught how to play golf, the rules of the game, and techniques.  During the month of July, each participant will be 
partnered with a Cedar Rapids Police officer (mentor) to play a round of golf once a week. Community Outreach 
Sergeant Laura Faircloth is also setting up opportunities for the youth to visit with high school golf coaches. At this time, 
there are 6 male and 2 female participants. The youth will be able to keep the golf clubs after the program is concluded 
so they can continue to enjoy what they learned and play golf. The Cedar Rapids Police Protective Charity provided 
$2,000 to support the program. The program was also possible because of the generosity of the Mayor and Council 
members who provided donations.  

Census Participation Rates 
The City of Cedar Rapids received a thank-you from the US Census Bureau, Chicago Regional Director. The Midwest 
region had the highest response rate in the country, with Linn County increasing its 2010 participation rate from 73.1 
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percent to 75.1 percent.  The Cedar Rapids response rate also increased, from 72.4 percent in 2010 to 73.7 percent in 
2020. These efforts helped ensure Iowa’s representation in Congress remained the same (Iowa lost a member of 
Congress in 2010 due to low Census turnout). This is a tremendous testament to the outreach efforts of the Linn County 
Complete Count Committee, which was attempting to do outreach during the 2020 pandemic, when all in-person events 
and activities were suspended. The committee was comprised of representatives from Cedar Rapids, Linn County, 
Catherine McAuley Center, City of Marion, Cedar Rapids Public Library, and United Way of East Central Iowa. The 
group’s targeted communications went to schools, faith-based communities, landlords and renters, immigrant and 
refugee populations, daycares and maternity wards, nonprofits, neighborhood associations, and local businesses. Efforts 
also included billboards, media releases, radio spots, social media campaigns, bus flyers, posters at the library and other 
community centers, and e-newsletters. The campaign had included several planned in-person events to promote taking 
the Census, including “Free Transit Day” paired with opening community computer labs to encourage residents to take 
the Census online. Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, in-person activities were canceled. We are very 
pleased to see that our efforts, despite the pandemic, helped increase our city and county response rates.  

Tree Debris Collection Begins in NE Quadrant 
Crews are working quickly through zones picking up curbside tree debris; residents are encouraged to view the online 
map often for the most up-to-date information on where crews will be working next.  Curbside tree debris collection in 
the NW quadrant has been completed, and crews are beginning debris collection in the NE quadrant. Residents can view 
the online map to see which NE zones will be picked up first: https://cedar-rapids.org/tree_debris_removal.php.  
 
Crews will continue collection by quadrant. Updated anticipated timelines are below:  
 

 SW | Complete 
 NW | Complete 
 NE | Underway 
 SE | Mid-to-late-June estimated start time 

 


